Every young girl dreams of mar- 
When 
engaged, she may think older married 


riage and a family. she 1s 


couples are stodgy and unromantic 
Will feel 


‘taken-for-granted” after a few years 


and wonder why she 
of marriage ? 

When a woman marries, she may 
be troubled with doubts about her role 
as homemaker. If someone asks her 
occupation, she may reply deprecating 
ly, “Oh, I'm just a housewife.” 

Do you feel this way too? Perhaps 
these two stories will help you to take 
a new look at yourself and realize your 
value as a wife and homemaker—the 
most important and challenging career 


of all. 


Taken-for-Granted? 


VERYONE'S a little scared before 
she gets married, Jane reminded 
herself. As the bus carried her to the 


family reunion, she thought about 


Mike, the man she'd marry in just 


by Margaret Brooks Gorman 


loved him and 


She 


wanted to marry him 


three weeks. 


But last night she and Mike had 
driven to a party with Bob and Cathy 
whom hadn't since the 


Jane seen 


young couple were married two years 


ago 
Cathy had always sat together in the 


In their courtship days, Bob and 


car. 
into the back seat while Mike and Bob 


Last night, the women climbed 


sat in front. At the party, the men 
talked together while Cathy told Jane 
life. Why the 
change ? Why didn’t Bob pay more at 
She like a 
housewife. Now 


even before marriage, Jane felt like 


all about married 


tention to Cathy? acted 
taken-for-granted 
one too. And she wasn't at all sure 
she liked it. Was this what happened 
when you became Mrs. Mike instead 
of Jane? 

The bus driver shouted, ‘Clinton.”’ 
Jane pulled her suitcase from the rack, 
straightened her skirt, and climbed off 
the bus. Her Aunt Bertie, a favorite 


to whom Jane often confided her 


problems, ran up to greet her 
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Hi, Jane, how are you’ Aunt 


Bertie looked around expectantly 

Where's Mike 

He couldn't get away,” said Jane, 
and anyway, I want to talk to you.” 

Is something wrong?” 

No-o-o, I just want to ask you 
some things.” 

Okay,” said Bertie. “Right after 
supper, we'll talk.” 

They reached the rambling farm- 
house, where the reunion was in full 
swing. Jane listened as the wives and 
mothers traded notes on babies, reci- 
pes, and husbands. She watched the 
men, grouped on one side of the lawn, 
as they talked about business, farms, 
and sons. Later, after the children 
were asleep, the men started a softball 
game. Aunt Bertie found Jane. 

Now tell me all about yourself, 
What's on your mind?” Bertie took 
Jane's arm and they found a quiet 
spot. 

“Aunt Bertie, I'm a little scared.” 
Bertie smiled. “About marriage?” 


“Yes,” said Jane. “I do love Mike 
so much, but what happens to a man 
and a woman when they marry? They 
don't seem to have fun together any 
more. She's just a housewife among 
other housewives, and he's a man 
among men. They take each other for 
granted, sometimes they act like 
strangers. Why?’ Is marriage really 
such a wonderful thing 7” 

Bertie stumbled over a few words. 
“Golly, that’s not easy to answer.” 
She watched her husband run to first 
base. She glanced toward the swing 
where her daughter, Patricia, played 
with a group of cousins. “You're right 
in a way. Lots of times I do get fed 
up with being just a housewife. Some 
times I feel like leaving for a while, 
just to get back the feeling that I'm 
me, Bertie. Not Pat's mother or Ed's 
wife, but me. 

“But I guess I like marriage because 
I have a place where I belong. Ed 
knows he belongs, and Pat knows she 
belongs. No matter how tired or bored 
I am, I'm never just a housewife. Too 
much in our lives depends upon me 

and I'd be sunk without my family 
We help each other grow. I'm really 
a better person because I've been Ed's 
wife and Pat's mother...... "and 
Bertie’s voice trailed off. 

Jane murmured, “I like that idea of 
belonging. And I like the idea of 
growing, too.’ She looked over at her 
Uncle Ed, who'd just slid into home 
plate. He stood up, brushed off his 
trousers and shouted to Bertie, ‘See, 
Bert! I can still do it!’ Bertie waved 
back, her fingers making the V-for- 
Victory sign. 
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Homemaker, V.1.P. 


Let's face it. As a homemaker, you 
are a V. I. P. 

A Very Important Person 

But let's be even more realistic than 
that 
someiumes you don’t feel important at 
all 

What are 


You are a wife 


Let's ask why you are, and why 


you, as a homemaker? 
Being a wife is a full 
time job. You're also a mother. Being 
a mother ts another full time job. 
And, to top it off, you're very much 
a person in your own right. You're 
not only Ed's wife and Janet’s mother 
you re you, a person. 

Then take the jobs of nurse, dieti- 
tian, cook, bottle washer, housemaid, 
interior decorator, electrician, peace- 
maker, go-between, and dozens more 
jobs. Mix them together in ample, 


time-consuming quantities and there 


you are—a Homemaker. 

It should be obvious why, if you 
are all these things, you're important. 
But let's look at your job from other 
points of view 

Physical health and well being does 
not depend upon the doctor. It begins 
at home. Emotional health does not 
spring suddenly from a psychiatrist's 
office. It starts within your own fam- 
about 


ily. Children don't learn all 


how to get along with others tn 


schoolrooms. They begin to learn at 
home. You didn’t choose your present 
spiritual values from a church alone. 
You gained many of them right with 
in your own family. 

General feelings about life and love 


and the pursuit of your own happiness 


are not primarily selected by you. 
You've learned them at home. 
If all this is true, and it is, why 


should any homemaker ever feel that 
she’s “just a housewife’? Why does 
she underrate herself? Why doesn't 
she know at all times that she ts a 
Very Important Person ? 
There are several reasons. You can 
think of many of them. But here are 
a couple of them for you to consider 
like any 


job, life sometimes becomes routine. 


because, work on 
The dull monotony of rising, eating, 
washing dishes, getting children off to 
school—that day after day routine 
makes you look out the window and 
sigh for change. 

... because, in our particular 


Mom 


doesn't draw a real honest-to-goodness 


social and economic _ set-up, 


pay check. Sometimes she feels taken 
Sometimes she is taken 


for granted. 
for granted, And she knows it. 


You see, too often none of us stop 
to think what our real values are. We 
think of success as money, as belong- 
ings, as a green lawn or a new Car. 
Less often do we think of success as 
production of worthwhile human be- 
ings who like and enjoy other human 
beings. If both 
stopped to think things over, we might 


all decide what our true values are. 


men and women 


Perhaps we'd recognize that success 


consists of helping each other to build 
a sound marriage in which both hus- 
band and wife can grow into mature 
adults. And that helping infants to 
grow into adults who have good, hon- 
est feelings about themselves and their 
relationships with other people can be 
the greatest accomplishment of all. 

It depends upon your attitude —you 


can be ‘Just a Housewife’ 
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